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C  ANCELLATION OF   R  EFUGEE   S  TATUS

Grounds for Cancellation of Refugee Status . 
 
Cancellation of refugee status because of fraud on the part of the applicant .

3. Cancellation of refugee status means a decision to invalidate a refugee status determination which should not
 have been granted in the first place. It applies to determinations that have become final, that is, they are no longer
subject to appeal or review. In principle, cancellation has the effect of rendering refugee status null and void from
the date of the initial determination (ab initio or ex tunc)



4.  In national refugee legislation, jurisprudence, UNHCR policy documents and otherwritings, this is variously
referred to as"cancellation", "revocation", "withdrawal","termination", "annulment", "deprivation" or "vacation"8,
while the term "cancellation" itself is sometimes used for decisions to end refugee protection with effect for the
future (ex nunc).
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